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Between December and January, the seasonally unad-
justed unemployment rate continued to increase in the 
Fox Valley WDA.  This is not unusual for the area, as 
typically January and February generally have the high-
est rates of the year.  Improvement in employment nor-
mally begins in early spring and is contingent on the 
weather.  In January the rate rose 1.0 of a percentage 
point from December to 5.9 percent.  All seven counties 
in the WDA had an 
increase in their rates 
over the month.     
 
Only two counties in 
the region had higher 
rates than last year, 
and these were Win-
nebago, up 0.1 of a 
percentage point and 
Outagamie, also up 
0.1 of a percentage 
point over last year.  
It should be noted 
that 2002 data has 
been benchmarked, 
while 2003 data is 
not, creating a break 
in the series, until the 
end of the year when 
data for 2003 will be benchmarked.  This is the first 
year that data from the 2000 census has been used as a 
benchmark.  Data back to the year 2000 has been bench-
marked with the updated census data and will be posted 
on the DWD website as it is completed but is not totally 
compatible with previous year’s data.   
 
The number of workers in the labor force grew at a 
faster pace than those that found employment over the 
month.  The labor force increased by 9,900 compared to 
5,600 that found employment, this increased the number 
of unemployed by 4,300.  The labor force should con-
tinue to increase during through June along with the 
number of employed.  Normally employment growth 
begins to outpace labor force growth in March or April, 
depending on the weather in the region, as well as the 
health of the national economy.   
 

Nonfarm wage and salary employment declined 6,400 
in the region.  The majority of the decrease occurred in 
the Appleton/Oshkosh/Neenah MSA.  The decline was 
very close to the proportion of jobs between the non 
MSA counties and Appleton/Oshkosh MSA.  The de-
cline of jobs in the service sector follow closely  sea-
sonal patterns for the areas.   
 

2003 Industry 
Data, Now NAICS 
 
Beginning with the 
release of January 
2003 data, the 
North American 
Industry Classifica-
t i o n  S y s t e m 
(NAICS) will re-
place the Standard 
Industrial Classifi-
cation (SIC) system 
as the method used 
to classify industry 
data in our econ-
omy.   
 
NAICS uses a pro-
duction-based ap-

proach, grouping establishments into industries based 
on the activity in which they are primarily engaged, and 
uses a six-digit hierarchical coding system to classify all 
economic activity into 20 industry sectors, representing 
over 1,170 industries.  The SIC structure used a four-
digit coding system to classify establishments into ten 
divisions which comprised 1,004 industries.  The new 
data will not be comparable to previously released data 
using the Standard Industrial Classification System 
(SIC).  The new system is based on product or service 
to determine classification, rather than ownership as the 
SIC system did.  Data will be converted on an annual 
basis to NAICS and be posted to the DWD LMI bullet-
ing board in the near future.  
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January Unadjusted Unemployment Rates Increase  
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Labor Force Estimates (Seasonally Adjusted)
Appleton-

Oshkosh-Neenah Wisconsin United States
MSA    (000s)

January-2003
Civilian Labor Force 241,700          3,098,900    145,838        
Employment 230,000          2,932,100    137,536        
Unemployment 11,700            166,800       8,302            
Unemployment rate 4.8% 5.4% 5.7%

December-2002 Change
Civilian Labor Force 5,700              71,000         688               

Employment 6,500              77,600         1,097            
Unemployment (800)                (6,600)          (409)              
Unemployment rate -0.5% -0.3% -0.3%

January-2002 Change
Civilian Labor Force 7,000              63,000         2,012            
Employment 6,600              60,700         1,745            
Unemployment 400                 2,300           267               
Unemployment rate 0.0% 0.0% 0.1%

Note: All estimates are round and preliminary, based on place of residence.



Look for the most current Labor Market Information at: WWW.DWD.STATE.WI.US/LMI 
Direct questions and comments to:    Richard Seidemann, Labor Market Analyst, Sheboygan County Job Center, 3620 Wilgus Avenue, 
Sheboygan, WI  53081. 920-208-5809   920-459-3845(FAX)   E-mail: richard.seidemann@dwd.state.wi.us 

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 3 A p p /Os h /Ne e n a h Fo n d  d u  L a c G r e e n  L a k e W a u p a c a W a u s h a r a Re g io n N o n  M S A 's W is c o n s in
C ivi l ian  L a b o r  Fo r c e * 2 3 9 , 8 0 0 5 8 , 4 0 0 1 1 , 0 0 0 2 7 , 7 0 0 1 2 , 2 0 0 3 4 9 , 1 0 0 1 0 9 , 3 0 0 3 , 0 6 5 , 2 0 0
 Emp lo y e d 2 2 6 , 5 0 0 5 5 , 1 0 0 1 0 , 0 0 0 2 5 , 7 0 0 1 1 , 2 0 0 3 2 8 , 5 0 0 1 0 2 , 0 0 0 2 , 8 7 3 , 5 0 0
 U n e m p lo y e d 1 3 , 3 0 0 3 , 3 0 0 1 , 0 0 0 2 , 0 0 0 1 , 0 0 0 2 0 , 5 0 0 7 , 3 0 0 1 9 1 , 7 0 0
  U n e m p lo y m e n t  r a t e (% ) 5 . 5 % 5 . 7 % 8 . 7 % 7 . 2 % 8 . 1 % 5 . 9 % 6 . 7 % 6 . 3 %

S e a s o n a lly  A d j. Ra te  (% ) 4 . 8 % N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5 . 4 %
T o t a l  No n f a r m 2 0 4 , 0 0 0 4 8 , 2 0 0 7 , 4 0 0 2 1 , 0 0 0 5 , 9 0 0 2 8 6 , 5 0 0 8 2 , 5 0 0 2 , 7 1 6 , 7 0 0

  To ta l Pr iv a te 1 8 0 , 3 0 0 4 2 , 4 0 0 6 , 2 0 0 1 7 , 1 0 0 4 , 4 0 0 2 5 0 , 3 0 0 7 0 , 1 0 0 2 , 3 1 4 , 8 0 0
   G o o d s  Pr o d u c in g 6 3 , 7 0 0 1 3 , 8 0 0 1 , 9 0 0 5 , 8 0 0 9 0 0 8 6 , 1 0 0 2 2 , 4 0 0 6 3 1 , 5 0 0
   S e r v ic e  Pr o d u c in g 1 4 0 , 3 0 0 3 4 , 5 0 0 5 , 5 0 0 1 5 , 2 0 0 5 , 0 0 0 2 0 0 , 4 0 0 6 0 , 1 0 0 2 , 0 8 5 , 2 0 0
   C o n s t r . ,  Min in g  &  N a t . R s r c s 1 2 , 3 0 0 2 , 7 0 0 5 0 0 8 0 0 3 0 0 1 6 , 5 0 0 4 , 2 0 0 1 1 0 , 9 0 0
     M a n u f a c tu r in g 5 1 , 5 0 0 1 1 , 1 0 0 1 , 4 0 0 5 , 0 0 0 7 0 0 6 9 , 7 0 0 1 8 , 2 0 0 5 2 0 , 6 0 0
   T r a d e 2 9 , 6 0 0 7 , 1 0 0 9 0 0 2 , 9 0 0 9 0 0 4 1 , 5 0 0 1 1 , 9 0 0 4 2 2 , 6 0 0
   T r a n s p o r t a t io n  &  U t ilitie s 6 , 7 0 0 1 , 5 0 0 2 4 0 5 0 0 2 0 0 9 , 2 0 0 2 , 5 0 0 3 0 8 , 1 0 0
   F in a n c ia l A c tiv itie s 1 0 , 8 0 0 1 , 9 0 0 3 6 0 8 0 0 2 0 0 1 3 , 9 0 0 3 , 2 0 0 1 5 3 , 0 0 0
   Educ a tio n  a n d  H e a lth  S e r v ic e s 2 1 , 2 0 0 6 , 5 0 0 1 , 1 0 0 2 , 7 0 0 8 0 0 3 2 , 4 0 0 1 1 , 1 0 0 3 5 7 , 0 0 0
   L e is u r e  &  H o s p ita lity 1 5 , 8 0 0 4 , 6 0 0 8 0 0 2 , 3 0 0 8 0 0 2 4 , 4 0 0 8 , 6 0 0 2 2 4 , 8 0 0
   In f o . ,  Prof . &  B u s .  S v c s ,  O t h e r  S v c s 3 2 , 4 0 0 6 , 9 0 0 8 0 0 2 , 2 0 0 5 0 0 4 2 , 8 0 0 1 0 , 4 0 0 9 3 2 , 2 0 0
   T o t a l  G o v e r n m e n t 2 3 , 7 0 0 5 , 9 0 0 1 , 2 0 0 3 , 9 0 0 1 , 5 0 0 3 6 , 2 0 0 1 2 , 5 0 0 4 0 1 , 9 0 0
     F e d e r a l 1 , 0 0 0 7 0 0 6 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 , 0 0 0 9 0 0 2 9 , 2 0 0
4 , 6 7 0 4 , 7 0 0 4 , 3 4 0 2 0 8 0 0 4 0 0 6 , 6 0 0 1 , 9 0 0 9 2 , 1 0 0
     L o c a l 1 8 , 0 0 0 5 , 0 0 0 1 , 1 0 0 2 , 9 0 0 1 , 1 0 0 2 8 , 1 0 0 1 0 , 1 0 0 2 8 0 , 7 0 0

C h a n g e  f r o m  o n e  m o n t h  a g o De c e m b e r  2 0 0 2
C ivi l ian  L a b o r  Fo r c e * 6 , 5 0 0 1 , 8 0 0 4 0 0 8 0 0 4 0 0 9 , 9 0 0 3 , 4 0 0 6 0 , 5 0 0
 Emp lo y e d 3 , 9 0 0 1 , 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 5 , 6 0 0 1 , 5 0 0 2 7 , 6 0 0
 U n e m p lo y e d 2 , 6 0 0 7 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 2 0 0 4 , 2 0 0 1 , 7 0 0 3 2 , 9 0 0
  U n e m p lo y m e n t  r a t e (% ) 0 1 . 1 % 1 . 9 % 1 . 6 % 1 . 5 % 1 . 1 % 1 . 4 % 1 . 0 %

S e a s o n a lly  A d j. Ra te  (% ) - 0 . 5 % N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A - 0 . 3 %
T o t a l  No n f a r m - 4 , 7 0 0 - 8 0 0 - 3 0 0 - 5 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 6 , 4 0 0 - 1 , 7 0 0 - 7 0 , 0 0 0

  To ta l Pr iv a te - 4 , 1 0 0 - 6 0 0 - 2 5 0 - 3 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 5 , 4 0 0 - 1 , 3 0 0 - 4 6 , 2 0 0
   G o o d s  Pr o d u c in g - 1 , 6 0 0 - 2 0 0 - 2 0 - 1 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 2 , 0 0 0 - 4 0 0 - 1 2 , 4 0 0
   S e r v ic e  Pr o d u c in g - 3 , 0 0 0 - 6 0 0 - 2 8 0 - 4 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 4 , 4 0 0 - 1 , 3 0 0 - 5 7 , 6 0 0
   C o n s t r . ,  Min in g  &  N a t . R s r c s - 1 , 2 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 3 0 - 1 0 0 0 - 1 , 5 0 0 - 4 0 0 - 1 1 , 1 0 0
     M a n u f a c tu r in g - 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 - 5 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 1 , 2 2 0
   T r a d e - 1 , 6 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 3 0 - 9 0 - 1 0 0 - 1 , 8 0 0 - 3 0 0 - 1 5 , 7 2 0
   T r a n s p o r t a t io n  &  U t ilitie s - 2 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 2 0 0 0 - 4 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 1 5 , 2 4 0
   F in a n c ia l A c tiv itie s - 2 0 0 1 0 0 - 1 0 1 0 0 - 1 0 0 1 0 0 - 4 4 0
   Educ a tio n  a n d  H e a lth  S e r v ic e s 0 - 1 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 - 3 , 9 4 0
   L e is u r e  &  H o s p ita lity - 3 0 0 0 - 7 0 0 1 0 0 - 3 0 0 0 - 6 , 5 1 0
   In f o . ,  Prof . &  B u s .  S v c s ,  O t h e r  - 3 0 0 - 2 0 0 - 1 1 0 - 1 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 8 0 0 - 5 0 0 - 9 , 4 7 0
   T o t a l  G o v e r n m e n t - 5 0 0 - 2 0 0 - 5 0 - 2 3 0 0 - 1 , 0 0 0 - 5 0 0 - 2 3 , 7 4 0
     F e d e r a l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 5 8 0
     S ta te  - 4 0 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 - 4 0 0 0 - 1 0 , 7 3 0
     L o c a l - 2 0 0 - 2 0 0 - 5 0 - 2 1 0 0 - 6 0 0 - 4 0 0 - 1 2 , 4 3 0

C h a n g e  f r o m  o n e  y e a r  a g o J a n u a r y  2 0 0 2
C ivi l ian  L a b o r  Fo r c e * 6 , 9 0 0 2 , 4 0 0 4 0 0 1 , 0 0 0 6 0 0 1 1 , 3 0 0 4 , 4 0 0 6 1 , 2 0 0
 Emp lo y e d 6 , 5 0 0 2 , 6 0 0 4 0 0 1 , 0 0 0 5 0 0 1 1 , 0 0 0 4 , 5 0 0 5 8 , 6 0 0
 U n e m p lo y e d 4 0 0 - 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 - 1 0 0 2 , 6 0 0
  U n e m p lo y m e n t  r a t e (% ) 0 . 0 % - 0 . 6 % - 0 . 6 % - 0 . 1 % - 0 . 1 % - 0 . 1 % - 0 . 4 % 0 . 0 %

S e a s o n a lly  A d j. Ra te  (% ) 0 . 0 % N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 . 0 %
T o t a l  No n f a r m 2 , 2 0 0 1 , 6 0 0 0 4 0 0 2 0 0 4 , 5 0 0 2 , 3 0 0 - 2 , 6 0 0

  To ta l Pr iv a te 2 , 1 0 0 1 , 6 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 0 2 0 0 4 , 3 0 0 2 , 2 0 0 4 , 2 0 0
   G o o d s  Pr o d u c in g - 7 0 0 3 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 0 - 5 0 0 2 0 0 - 1 1 , 9 0 0
   S e r v ic e  Pr o d u c in g 2 , 9 0 0 1 , 4 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 0 1 0 0 5 , 0 0 0 2 , 1 0 0 9 , 3 0 0
   C o n s t r . ,  Min in g  &  N a t . R s r c s 8 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 , 0 0 0 2 0 0 - 1 , 0 0 0
     M a n u f a c tu r in g - 1 , 5 0 0 1 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 0 - 1 , 5 0 0 0 - 1 0 , 9 0 0
   T r a d e - 1 , 0 0 0 0 0 - 1 0 0 1 0 0 - 1 , 1 0 0 0 - 7 , 7 0 0
   T r a n s p o r t a t io n  &  U t ilitie s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 9 , 0 0 0
   F in a n c ia l A c tiv itie s 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 3 0 0 1 , 6 0 0
   Educ a tio n  a n d  H e a lth  S e r v ic e s 5 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 9 0 0 4 0 0 6 , 7 0 0
   L e is u r e  &  H o s p ita lity 1 , 1 0 0 4 0 0 2 0 0 5 0 0 0 2 , 3 0 0 1 , 1 0 0 3 , 8 0 0
   In f o . ,  Prof . &  B u s .  S v c s ,  O t h e r  2 , 0 0 0 6 0 0 - 2 0 0 - 2 0 0 0 2 , 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 9 , 0 0 0
   T o t a l  G o v e r n m e n t 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 - 6 , 8 0 0
     F e d e r a l 0 0 0 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 - 6 0 0
     S ta te  - 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 6 0 0
     L o c a l 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 - 5 , 6 0 0
* In c l u d e s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e s i d i n g  i n  a r e a .     ** In c lu d e s  e m p lo ym e n t  w i t h  e m p lo y e r s  l o c a t e d  in  a r e a .    E s t im a t e s  a r e  N O T  s e a s o n a l l y  ad jus t e d .
C u r r e n t  m o n t h  e s t im a t e s  a r e  p r e l i m in a r y . T o ta l s  m a y  n o t  a d d  d u e  t o  ro u n d in g . C a lc u la t io n s  b a s e d  o n  u n r o u n d e d  n u m b e r s .  N F W S  d a t a  is  b e n c h m a r k e d  t o  3 / 2 0 0 2

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates 
 
The seasonally adjusted rate for the Appleton-Oshkosh-Neenah 
MSA decreased 0.5 of a percentage point to 4.8 percent in Janu-
ary.  This was unchanged from one year. ago.   
 
The nation’s unemployment rate was down 0.3 of a percentage 

point from December at 5.7 percent.  Wisconsin’s rate remained 
below the nation as it also declined 0.3 of a percentage point to 
5.4 percent  The Green Bay MSA was 5.0 percent, down 0.6 of 
a percentage point.   
 
For additional labor market statistics contact our  website at   
http://www.dwd.state.wi.us/lmi.   


